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FESTA ITALIANA

SUMMER PICNIC

This year’s festival will be held the weekend of
July 15™ — 17" on the grounds of the IACC.
We will once again open our booth of Italian
apparel and souvenirs to raise money for lodge
activities. This is one of our lodge’s biggest
fundraisers of the year and we need your help
to make it as big a success as possible. The
work shifts will be:

Friday:
Set Up & Sales: 3PM — 8PM
Sales and Close Up: 8PM — Midnight

Saturday:
Open Up & Sales: 11AM — 3PM

Sales: 3PM - 8PM
Sales & Close Up Tent: 8PM — Midnight

Sunday:
Open Up & Sales: 11AM — 4PM

Tear Down and Pack Up 3PM

Please call Jennifer at 381-5540 to sign up for
working.

Please mark your calendars and come help us
out. Last year’s festival was the best so far and
our lodge members had a lot of fun with lots of
laughs, singing Italian songs and dancing to
the Italian music that we were playing. Its also
a great time to talk to festival-goers about our
lodge and organization and maybe get some
new members.

We understand that this year will have more
vendors than previous years and the festival
itself seems to be growing in attendance every
year. There will be two entertainment tents,
some food demonstrations, a car show and
much more! Please think about bringing family
and friends to enjoy the entertainment and food
during the festival.

President Joe and Nancy Rubé have offered
to hold this year's Summer Picnic at their
house. We'll set up in their back yard with
canopy tents, tables and chairs with lots of
food and fun for all.

President Joe told members at the May
meeting that he would like to have this event
be free to the members and their immediate
families as a thank you for their support of the
lodge during his presidency. All he asks is that
everyone brings a dish to pass or some of the
needed supplies.

The Rubés have some construction projects
going on early this Summer so we have
scheduled the picnic for Saturday August
13™ with a rain date of Sunday August 14th.
Please make sure to send in your RSVPs as
soon as possible so that planning can begin.

If you would like to volunteer for the picnic
planning committee, please contact President
Joe at 461-1181. We can use help organizing
the food and supplies as well as any activities.

FIND US ONLINE...

Our lodge can be found online! Check out our website at
www.sonsofitalyrochester.com or look for us on
Facebook by searching for Sons of Italy Rochester NY.
You can visit the NY State Grand Lodge website at
www.nyosia.org and the National Supreme Lodge at
WWW.0sia.org.
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VINCENT LOMBARDI LODGE #2270
71 Cohasset Drive
Rochester. New York 14618

Dear Brothers and Sisters, June/July 2011

As you will note this newsletter is a joint June/July one in order to cover our recent trip
to the Villa Roma for the State Convention and to give adequate time to arrange your
schedules for the July events. | will cover the convention in a separate article in order
to give it some prominence for those interested in such events that are very important
to our overall understanding of how our beloved OSIA differs from other Italian
American Organizations.

June brings us Summer with the ending of the school year for our children, vacations,
etc. All of this has a tendency to bring families together and that, of course, is a good
thing. Unfortunately there is a tendency to have several activities going on at the same
time and having to make choices. We all will do the best we can and my hope for all our
members is that we will not forget our heritage and culture and find ways to teach our
children and grandchildren how to incorporate them into their everyday activities.

It was unfortunate that | and my family were out of town for the Festa della Republica.
| was happy to hear that many of you were able to attend and found it to be very
worthwhile. We all should take great pride in attending such functions that celebrate
events in Italian history. There was little mention of the occasion at our convention but
on June 2 to honor both the anniversary of the NYS Order of the Sons of Italy and the
Festa della Republica the evening attire was Green White and Red with a touch of Gold.
We did receive some photos to put in our newsletter.

On June 11" several of us attended a talk on the Civilian Conservation Corps Camp in
Hamlin. You might ask what this has to do with us. Well, the talk was sponsored by our
POINTER Group (Italian Genealogy) and we learned that this camp was used as the
“Concentration Camp” for first Italians then Germans during WW Il. As one looks at the
names of the workers for the CCC many are of Italian origin. One such person is a
relative of our member, Sister Sandy Meleca.

On our way to the Convention, Sister Nancy was reading an article in a Genealogy book
about where the historical records are kept for the Order of the Sons of Italy in
America. Some of the information is very interesting and we’ve not seen it before. We
will pursue this and see if we can learn more about our own area. In case others are
interested, the info is kept in the Library at the University of Minnesota. They have
published the “Guide to the Order of the Sons of Italy Information”. In looking for
something in the Rochester news, Nancy also came upon a notice of a picnic sponsored
by the Sons of Italy Lodge in East Rochester. That clipping was from 1929! Do we have
any member who might be interested in the position of HISTORIAN for our Lodge?

NEXT PAGE >>>

Visit our website at www.sonsofitalyrochester.com




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

We welcome Mary Joyce D’Aurizio to our Lodge. She was initiated at our General Assembly meeting last
week. That reminds me to remind you that our July GA meeting cannot be held at the Casa as the room will
be set up for the Children’s Camp. See Sister Jennifer’s note for the location. We may be having the
initiation of our first whole family into the Lodge at that time (a very special occasion!)

The date for our annual picnic — this year to be held at CASA RUBE’ —is August 13" (rain date 14”") This year
your President, me, will be honoring YOU for your support of our Lodge in various ways. For this reason
there will be no fee for members and immediate family other than a plate to pass. We also will honor, in a
special way, our members who hold current positions in our State Grand Lodge, Bene Emeritus Lou Giambra
and State Trustee Joe Berta. As President | have been privileged and honored to have all of you for your
support.

Again — our thoughts and prayers and thanks to all those who are serving in our armed forces. Have a
wonderful, safe, and happy summer.

Fraternally,

Pres. Joe Rube’

LODGE PUBLICITY HAPPY 4" Of JULY!

Watch your local Post newspapers in the
next few weeks for spotlight articles on
our new board members. If you see any
publicity about our lodge, please save a
copy and send it to Sister Jennifer so that
we can keep it with the archives and
history of our lodge. Articles have been
sent to the Henrietta Post, Brighton-
Pittsford Post, Irondequoit Post, Webster
Post, Greece Post, and Fairport-East

Rochester Post with more to follow.

If you'd like to see more, please contact
your local papers and ask the Features
departments if they will do a story about
the Vincent Lombardi Lodge and the
Order Sons of Italy in America. The more
we’re seen, the more people will learn
about our organization.

Any board members who have not yet
returned their spotlight questionnaire to
Sister Jennifer, there is still time!







